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of meeting, prorogation and dissolution, oaths of allegiance,
rules concerning the appropriation and issue of money, and
the reservation and disallowance of bills. But it is arguable
whether even these exceptions are not nullified by Section 5
of the Colonial Laws Validity Act of 1865, which provided for
a constituent power in colonial legislatures.7

2
Through the parliamentary regime New Zealand under-
takes to regulate and administer a multitude of activities in
the economic and social life of the community, and through-
out it has been loyal to the modern British tradition of
exalting the parliamentary executive. -The deliberations of
Parliament are closely directed by the Cabinet, and legis-
lation by order-in-council has been practised just as fre-
quently and assailed just as vigorously as in London, Ottawa,
or Canberra* Indeed the most distinctive feature here is the
exceptionally wide range of activity supervised in the name
of the Crown by ordinary departments rather than by corpo-
rations. Much more than in Australia, utilities have been
owned and administered by government departments acting
as commercial undertakings. The Labour party in particular
has rigorously demanded that ministers must be held directly
responsible for controlling public enterprises and for co-
ordinating economic policy. It has long contended that
autonomous public utility trusts or statutory corporations, so
much favoured by the Labour party of Great Britain, make
co-ordination difficult and responsibility obscure. Since the
economy is one and indivisible, the control by general govern-
ment should be one and indivisible. Railways are related
to road transport. Both are associated with the effort to
establish primary and secondary industry, which, in turn,
is linked to major decisions in public finance. To make
7See Leicester Webb, Government in New Zealand, 37-8; J. C. Beaglehole
(ed), New Zealand end the Statute of Westminster, 10&4; B. Keith, Journal of
Comparative Legislation and International Law, 3rd series, XXIV, part I, 66-7*
Also on Statute of Westminster see K. C. Wheare, The Statute of Westminster and
Dominion Status, 227-35.